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Proposed Constitution and Bylaw Changes 
Hope CCC 

AGM meeting 
March 8, 2026 

 
 

CONSTITUTION CHANGE 
 
To change wording within the Constitution Article XI – Amendments 
 From: 

Amendments in harmony with this constitution and the Model Constitutions 
for Local Covenant Churches and congruent with Covenant principles and 
policies may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting in an 
Annual Meeting of the congregation, providing the proposed amendment was 
presented in written form at the preceding Annual Meetings. Articles X and XI 
may be amended only with the approval of the executive board of the Evangelical 
Covenant Church of Canada.  

 
To: 

Amendments in harmony with this constitution and the Model Constitutions 
for Local Covenant Churches and congruent with Covenant principles and 
policies may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of those present or by proxy in an 
Annual Meeting of the congregation, providing the proposed amendment was 
presented in written form at the preceding Annual Meetings. Articles X and XI 
may be amended only with the approval of the executive board of the Evangelical 
Covenant Church of Canada.  

 

 

BYLAW CHANGE 
 

At Article V - Meetings: 
Add Paragraph 

 
Section 5. Proxy Voting  
A member entitled to vote at a meeting of the Congregation may vote in person or by proxy, 
provided that such proxy is granted in writing to another voting member in good standing for 
a specific meeting. A proxy shall be valid only for the meeting for which it is given and any 
lawful adjournment thereof, may be revoked at any time prior to the vote, and shall be 
exercised in accordance Hope’s Proxy Voting Policy, as approved and amended from time 
to time by the Council. The Proxy Voting Policy shall be reviewed by the Council at least 
once every three (3) years. Proxy voting shall not be permitted where restricted by law or 
these Bylaws. 
 
Previous Section 5. becomes Section 6.  
Previous Section 6. becomes Section 7.  
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To change wording of “Section 6. Quorum”,  
From 

a) Twenty-five percent of the membership, but not less than ten members, 
present and voting at a congregational meeting properly called, shall 
constitute a quorum.  

To 
a) Twenty-five percent of the membership, but not less than ten members, 

present or by proxy at a congregational meeting properly called, shall 
constitute a quorum.  

 

Current Bylaw, ARTICLE V 

ARTICLE V  
Meetings 

 
Section 1. Public Services  
Public services shall be conducted regularly on Sundays and when deemed appropriate, on other 
days for worship, the preaching and teaching of God’s Word and prayer.  
 
Section 2. Celebrating the Sacraments  
The Sacrament of Holy Communion shall be celebrated monthly or as determined by vote of the 
Church. The Sacrament of Baptism shall be celebrated in keeping with Covenant policies and 
according to the needs of the constituency.  
 
Section 3. Congregational Meetings  
Congregational Meetings shall be held not less than semi-annually, as specified in Article IX of 
the Constitution. Special Congregational Meetings may be called by the Chair of the Council or 
by Council in consultation with the Pastor(s).  
 
Section 4. Church Council 
Meetings of the Council shall be held not less than monthly.  
 
Section 5. Quorum  
a) Twenty-five percent of the membership, but not less than ten members, present and voting at a 
congregational meeting properly called, shall constitute a quorum.  
b) The quorum for a Council, Committee or Task Force meeting shall be not less than 50% of 
their respective members.  
 
Section 6. Rules of Order  
All Business Meetings of the Church, the Council and Committees shall be conducted according 
to Robert’s Rules of Order.  
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Proposed Bylaw, ARTICLE V 

ARTICLE V  
Meetings 

 
Section 1. Public Services  
Public services shall be conducted regularly on Sundays and when deemed appropriate, on other 
days for worship, the preaching and teaching of God’s Word and prayer.  
 
Section 2. Celebrating the Sacraments  
The Sacrament of Holy Communion shall be celebrated monthly or as determined by vote of the 
Church. The Sacrament of Baptism shall be celebrated in keeping with Covenant policies and 
according to the needs of the constituency.  
 
Section 3. Congregational Meetings  
Congregational Meetings shall be held not less than semi-annually, as specified in Article IX of 
the Constitution. Special Congregational Meetings may be called by the Chair of the Council or 
by Council in consultation with the Pastor(s).  
 
Section 4. Church Council 
Meetings of the Council shall be held not less than monthly.  
 
Section 5. Proxy Votes  
A member entitled to vote at a meeting of the Congregation may vote in person or by proxy, 
provided that such proxy is granted in writing to another voting member in good standing for a 
specific meeting. A proxy shall be valid only for the meeting for which it is given and any lawful 
adjournment thereof, may be revoked at any time prior to the vote, and shall be exercised in 
accordance Hope’s Proxy Voting Policy, as approved and amended from time to time by the 
Council. The Proxy Voting Policy shall be reviewed by the Council at least once every three (3) 
years. Proxy voting shall not be permitted where restricted by law or these Bylaws. 
 
Section 6. Quorum  
a) Twenty-five percent of the membership, but not less than ten members, present or by proxy at 
a congregational meeting properly called, shall constitute a quorum.  
b) The quorum for a Council, Committee or Task Force meeting shall be not less than 50% of 
their respective members.  
 
Section 7. Rules of Order  
All Business Meetings of the Church, the Council and Committees shall be conducted according 
to Robert’s Rules of Order.  
 


